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great mental effort. If they like that it is their own affair, but the
German has higher duties and higher ambitions than this miserably
petty-bourgeois breed. Holland is completely free to think as she
wishes, but any hostile action against the German Empire would
have the gravest of consequences for her. We Germans have for
this present-day Holland but little respect and sympathy. Holland,
in her isolation, is sinking more and more into that narrowness of
spirit which is the characteristic of petty sects. Without the support
of Germany she would long since have been dead. God be thanked
that the Dutch are not in the least our friends. We breathe with full
breasts the ample breath of history, and we know nothing of that
miserable bourgeois existence.

ADOLF LASSON.    Letter to a Dutchman (Dec.
1914).   Bibl. I, 39 (f), p. 29.

AND should we court the friendship of Holland? Holland ought
with all the means at her disposal to try to gain our friendship, and
ought to be grateful to us and flattered when a neighbour like us,
who is, in all respects, a thousand times superior, taps her benevolently
and amiably on the shoulder and says: 'Well! Is one always kind?'
Because we are imponderables in the world we are envied and we
are feared, and out of this envy and this fear springs the hatred for us.
But let them hate us so long as they fear us. A blow with the iron
fist of the German Michael, and what would remain of Holland? Let
the dull mijnheer continue placidly to water his tulips, to smoke his
meerschaum and drink his cocoa, but let him keep on good terms
with Germany, even if only from fear.

RICHARD ZOOZMANN.    Letter to a Dutch col-
league.    Bibl., ibid** p. 30.

So far as politics are concerned, I cannot but remark that even with
Antwerp we would not have enough; that would still not give us
the free access to the sea which we need. In this sphere we must
have certainties, and we cannot have them if Holland is not prepared
to bind herself to us more than in the past.

ALFRED RUHEMANN.    1914.    Bibl. I, 39 (f), p. 30.

THE fate that Belgium has called down upon herself is hard for the
individual, but not too hard for this political structure (StaatsgeUldi}^
for the destinies of the immortal great nations stand so high, that they
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